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PHE MT 8 enki accrue: 
to Mankind from the Chriſtian Dis- 
penſation, by fixing a Rule of Mo- 
rality; by aſcertaining a true and acceptable 
Method of divine Worſhip ; by enlightening 
our dark Underſtandings, and rectifying our 
corrupt Wills; by the Aſſurance of For- 
giveneſs of Sins, and the Revival of a bleſſed 
Hope of everlaſting Life ; are are all briefly. 
included in theſe: general Words, The Light” 


K Darkneſs: For by this Emblem 


of Lig ht may either be deſigned. the divine 
Ange . Goſpel Ta ivarion) Cbriſt our 
bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, or the Efful- 
gence of his Doctrine, Who being the divine 
Lagos, the Mord, which from all Eternity was:” 
with; God and wa, Cad, and % whom 4¹¹ 
things were made tbat are mad; became, by 5 
his 6 tr kg the Life-and Light- of Men: ps 
75 ſor 1 5 the e In hin was Life, and 
the Life was the L Men. 
Liga * fineth in Dot wh 1 
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The Ouniicion of the antient Pagans, at : 


that preciſe Time when Chri/t came, is uſual- 


ne: So grievouſly had they corrupted their 
Ways before God, And certainly, as the, great 
Ignorance and Uncertainty which the Antients 
laboured under in Matters of Religion, and 
the Groſſneſs of their Idolatry and Superſtition, 
with their miſerable. Concomitants, Infatua- 
tion of Mind and the utmoſt Degeneracy of 
| Manners,” might be aptly enough reſembled 
unto : Darkneſs and 'a » Shadow of Death ; 
ſuch an helf 5 and fotlorn Condition being 


preſented in Scripture as a tate of Dark. 


indeed the pr 8 Death and Extinction 


of Man's pelt brighteſt Part, the  intel- 
lectual Fucultics of his Mind: 80, on the 
contrary, the diſpelling of theſe dark — 
and the illuminating. their Underſtandings, b 
a new and farther Revelation of the divine 
Will, is chere expreſſed, With equal Proprie- 
ty, by a Candle, by the Day 
| hisb, and, in general, by Light. 4 
But my Deſign at preſent is not to lu 
ſttrate the bleſſed Influences of the Goſpel E Dif- 


Day-ſpring Han e n | 


penſation at large, but to confine” myſelf to 


Words, as a Topic, tho' little attended to, 
yet which, amon 
5 2 e £4 : 


3. 4 Þ * * 4 ; 
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N N 
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2 more ſtrict and literal acceptation of the 
Fer may well — oc h 


F wy Tt 
- 


PE. ig . 1 Ee” 
ial an e unto thoſe who have yet 
been pleaſed, in all Ages, to reject: it : How 


much even thoſe have been bettered by . 
it, who have been either too blind to fee it, 
or not ingenubus enough to confeſs it—the an- 
tient £20000; 155 the modern NO l 


gp begin with the [Antena Ti well 

known, that the Goſpel of Feſus Chrift 
made its appearance in the World at a time 
when Learning and. Philoſophy were eſteem- 
ed to be at the higheſt ; that theſe were both 
of them banded againſt it; the Chriſtian Diſ- 
cipline appearing to thoſe great Maſters '6f 
Eloquence and Science, to be, on account of 
its unaffected Simplicity, all Foolithneſs. It 
can hardly be imagined, that Men ſo highz 
minded ſhould receive any Benefit from a 
Syſtem of Philoſophy; for ſo we will call the 


Goſpel for the preſent, which they were na- 


turally ſo Extremely prejudiced againſt ; and 


1 know not whether the Philoſophers at firſt 


were much mended by it, becauſe its Opera- 
tion upon Perſons ſo ill diſpoſed, and where 
there was no Miracle in the Caſe, (as there 
was indeed in that of the great Apoſtle St. 
Paul) muſt in its Nature be both "flow: - 
and ſecret. Not many of this Claſs were 
converted at firſt, as we are are expreſsly told 
in the Firſt Eyiſtle to the Corinthians, which 
was written about the Year of Chriſt 
Fur ye ſee your Calling, Brethren, how: 9 
ag 2 wiſe Men oe the Fleſb, not many 
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nmigbeh, , not; 3 BTR are. 2 TOR But in 9 
while it is obſervable, that the Heathen Mo- 
raliſts began to write better than their Prede- 
ceſſors; that 1 is, they inſenſibly firſt admired 
and then adopted the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
 Niding unwittingly into the Spirit and Senti- 
ments of the Chriſtian Sages. The Sublimity 
of their Notions: on many Subjects of Impor- 
tance, together with the Beautifulneſs of their 
Expreſſion, deſervedly recommend their Som- 
itions to the Peruſal even of us Chriſtians, 
and, ſo long as Men have any Taſte for good 
Learning or fine Writing, will always ſecure - 
them a Reputation in the World. Theſe Au- 
thors outwardly were no Favourers of the poor 
diſtreſſed Chriſtians, but nevertheleſs drew 
great Helps from their Converſation and Ber . 
= 3 and, at length, from their Writings. 
haut it was not intheir Lucubrations only on 
| various Subjects of Importance that the por 
. were aſſiſted 7 the Doctrine and Diſcipline of 
_ _ theholy Jeſus, for, alas! the Treatiſes of the Phi- 
loſophers, how excellent ſoever, could contriQ- 
bute but little to the Reformation of the 
World: The Knowledge of the Scriptures, 
and that both of the Old and New Teſtament, 
was exceedingly uſeful in correcting many of 
their miſtaken Notions both in Religion _ 
Morality. The bulk of Mankind never were 
| without a Revelation, but from the beginning 
bad partook abundantly of that Knowledge 
| which, was parted from above. ng com- 
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am and Noab. This hea 


1 was 3 5 yery much obſcured 5 
| Hersrogeneoys Mixtores of their own Imagina- 
tions; but then, both in the Patriarchal State, 
"reckoning from the Call of Abraham, as like 
wiſe, under the Law, ample: Provifion Was 


made, and many Steps taken for the Inſtruckion 
of the idolatrous Nations round about, It is 


written accordingly in the Bool of Deuteronomy, | 
that when the Moſt High divided tatbe Nations 
ſeparated the Sons REN 


I their p nherita nee, "hen be 7 


| coir to the Number of the Children of Iſrael. 3 

The Children of Tfrael, it ſeems, were to bear 
8. Proportion to the feſt of the World, 

whom whey were defigned to. inſtruct i in the | 

as one true God; and it was in te- 

ſpett o this inſtructing Quality, that the Peo- 5 
ple of that Nation are ſtyled,” in the Book of 
| 'ngdom of Priefts. and an holy Na- 
tion d. From whence it ſhould ſeem, that 
whatever ſqund Notions the Greets either re- 
tained in the midſt of their Idolatries and Cor- 


Worſhi 


| Exodus, a K 


ruptions, or afterwards imbibed by Travelling, 


concerning the Nature of God, his Attributes, . 
and Dif nſations, or the true. State and Con- 
dition © Man in this World, and his Relation 
to the next, they were all derived originally 
From! this Source, were all Emanations, one 


way or other, from the Father f Lights. By 


i erecting the Babylonian,  Perjian, Grecian, 
wy Roman Empires, God had ſcattered the 
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F of the Jews. into all Parts of the: 8 
known World; and ſoon after the Founda- 
tion of the Third Monarchy, having by his 
Providence cauſed the Holy Feri ptures to be 
"tranſlated into Greek, at Hat Time the moſt 
univerſal Language, the learned Heathens 
fognd means of improving their Knowledge 
by, the Aſſiſtance of them; as under the two 
former Monarchies, Pythagoras, Plato, and o- 


3  'thers had profited by converſing with the dif- 


1 Jews. But the further Proſecution of 

his Part of the Subject, namely, How far the 
Antient Greeks, within the Period of the Mo- 
7 Diſpenſation, had availed themſelves of the 
Books of the Old Teſtament, or had increaſed 
their Store of Learning by trafficking with the 
great Men of the Eaſt, we are not now at liberty 
to indulge; but muſt content. ourſelves with 


only obſerving in general, that their whole 


'. rock of Oriental Knowledge 'was, in Proceſs 
of Time, transferred to N where it became 
very inſtrumental, as it did likewiſe i in Greece, 
in preparing Mens Minds for the e of 
* Goſpel. 1 
If the Old Teſtament al effect thus much, 
what may we not expect from the plain and o- 
pen and authoritati tive Declarations of the News 


from the unſpotted Character of the divine Au- 
tor of it, and the mighty Signs and Wonders 


that attended its Promulgation? Pontius 4 | 
late, the Roman Governour, was ſo dee 
affected with the Innocence of the La 


| Oy: when he was 9 1 = 


after 
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ot ring all he bolt to procure bis N 


adh Jabs 
leaſe, and giving him that public Atteſtation of 
being a rigbi eus and juft Peron, he p perſiſted; = 
in ſpite of the Remonſtrances the ers made WY wo 
to the contrary, in affording him that further Te- 
ſtimony contained in the Inſcription put upon 
the Croſs, 71H18 18 JESUS' THE'KING 
OF THE JEWS, © The Roman Centu- 
_ rion, in like manner, who was appointed to 
watch Jeſus at the Crucifixion; when he ſaw 
the Earthquake and the other wonderful O- 
currences that accompanied his Expiration, 
feared greatly, and was conſtrained to acknow= un 
lege the Truth of his Pretenſions to a divine 
Extraction, by crying out, TRULY THIS WAS = 
THE So or GOD. "The Citizens of Atbers MB 
had erected an Altar to the UNKNOWN. > 
GOD, in which altho' they were very ſuper. _ [| 
ſtitious, not knowing what they meant, yet m_ 
the Fact diſcovers the Influence and Perſuaſion „ 
they were under, that there was a divine ge. 
ing of great Majeſty and Power, different 
from any of thoſe they were at preſent acc.. 
quainted with, viz. the Lord Fehovah, the 
Creator of the Univerſe ; which muſt induce 
them, when the Time came that this unknown = 
Deity: ſhould be preached unto them, —A - 2 
brace him and his Worſhip with the greater 
O acility; and accordingly St. Paul, at his firſt 
coming amongſt them, laid hold of it, as an VM 
occaſion of Diſcourſe. As Tpaſſed by, fayshe, : _— 
and beheld your Devotions; I found an Ar 
- _— 1b. 2 To * Unknown God: AJ 
ö „ Whew | 
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8 3 "I 2 PE . 
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1 . 
V. 1 therefore ye ignorantly. wor Dip, 
declare 1 af = God that made the Werld 
and all things' therein, * &c. This, by the 
way, may ſerve for an Example of the Greeks 
being beforehand: diſpoſed for the Admiſſion 
of Te glad Tidings of the Goſpel; it ſhews, 
they were accuſtomed: to look further than 
thoſe paltry impure Deities which the preg · 
nant Fancies of the Poets, had dreſſed up for 
common Uſe: But 1 mention it here on ac- 
count of what followed, in regard of the Ef. 
fects of the Apoſfle's Pe upon the unbe- 
| lieving Part of his Audience; for it happened 
in — Caſe, as was moſt natural to expect, 


8 that whilſt fone clave unto him and believed b, 


rs mocked-at him and a third Part chere | 


Das, who, tho they did not fully believe, were 


nevertheleſs very ſenſibly Has Gs with his Do- 


Qrine; as is evident, — theſe Words, And 


when they heard of the Reſurrectian of the Dead, 
2 ſome. ty And others ſaid, We will Pear 
+": O00 again of. this Matter . 
Tyhuhe bold and clear 8 . in 
9665 this Revelation, againſt Polytheiſm and Idola- 
try, muſt work powerfully upon many of the 


+ Heathen, who yet were far from being Chri- 


ſtians: They were induced to become leſs cre- 
dulous; were: enabled to diſcern. the Follies | 
and Abſurdities of the fabulous Hiſtory of their 


86 Sods; yea, and to go ſo far ſometimes as to 


| expoſe and ridicule them. SIRE HO were 


. 


. =_ 4 5 Js Sat A 


. 


WM 


* Da - 


i 14 the other 
5 | Mythologiſts, by allegorizing the Fables and 
Interpreting them phyſically; but others of 4 


more ludicrous Vein, made no Scruple of derid- 
ing them. Lucian is a flagrant Inſtance of this, 


who upon all occaſions · indulges his farcaſtic 
Vein in laughing with great freedom at the 

| Gods of the Heathen. Lucian was no Chris 
ſtian himſelf, but that he had made ſome Ac 
; ee with the Tenets of that Inſtitution, 


we can be well aſſured from. certain. Kann 


| Tokens he has left us of it. ap 
Again, When an neee the 
4 4_ Father of the Univerſe as a ſpiritual Be- 
ing; pure and holy, infinitely juſt and good, 
the Propoſitions were ſo conſentaneous to the 
obvious Dictates. of right Reaſon; that they 
muſt natur ally DEE 
were not abſolute: Bigots to the Religion of 
their Fathers, a ſecret 
| of all t thoſe indecent, i 
: whooewich. their religious Worſhip had been 
till then poll = 
reaſoned with them concerning a Reſurrection MK} 
of the Dead and a future Judgment, of Liſe 
eternal, and eternal Puniſhment, all | 1 
; N Men muſt flight the incoherent 
8 Dee ms of Tartarus and Kn, wag ary 


get in all ſuch Hearers, as 


Ipious, and cruel-Rites 


ted and proſaned; or, when he 


think feriouly, and, with Felix, chink and 


tremble... 


. But what molt. 5 in mented the Minds of the 


1 18 deluded 9 Was, thirdly, the Chriſtian 
5 ©SLOEL | | 5 | Pattern * 


iffidence-and. Diſſike 


» Us, 
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2 Patt. 1 ö 12 : * a: urn 3 * ! Dig 8 5 
135 na Followers of: the bleſſed Seſus ſet 
before them: Their Light ſhone before Men; 
- who, as they could not help n the In- 
nocence, the Humility, and the Piety of their 
Lives, began by degrees to diſcover the Amia- 
bleneſs of the Chriſtian Converſation, ſilently 
to applaud it, and, at laſt, ſo far as they dared 
for _— or Fear, or other finifter Conſide- 
to imitate. it. Thoſe who had been 
1 ) —— cal no more, but rather 
would: * working with their Hands tbe 
Things that were good, that they might baue 
fo give to them that needed; inſtead of Inſo- 
lence, Cruelty, and Injuſtice; they would be 
taught to do juſtly, to love Mercy, and walk 
humbly, to follow after Gharity and every 


= Chriſtian Grace. An Heathen with theſe Ad- 


voantages, and originally bleſt with a Goodneſs 
of Nature, could not be far from the Kingdom 
"of Heaven; and how favourably the Father of 
all- Mercies, allowing for the ſtrong Preju- 
dices of Education, the Violence of natural 
Affection, the Prevalence of Motives imme- 
diately preſent, and other the like Weakneſſes 
incident to Man, may interpret the Works, 1 


do not ſay the Good Works, of ſuch Men, no 7 
one can tell. But however this be, I Wink it 
cannot be doubted, but many more of the An- 


tients had gi given their Names unto Chri/t, had 
not the Fear of Reproach, or of Trouble, or 
of Libels and Impriſonment, deterred them: 


de as theſe one . call | Agrippf or 
41 Half 
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Half Chriſtians, Who were AY en 

who were altogether perſuaded, ade not Inter- 
eſt of ſome ſort or other inter fer d, to be 
become Chriſtians., They were ſuch Gentales 
as theſe, who were ſuſpected, and carried be- 
fore the Magiſtrates in Times of Perſecution 2. 
But, alas! they wanted Spirit and Boldneſs to 
confe ſs him before Men; as is the Caſe of many 
among the. Mobametan at this Day, and of 
too many amongſt us, who, whilſt they are 
TC riends of the Chriſtian Religion at Heart, re- 
vere depraved Cuſtom more than their own 
5 Conſeiences, and give too much into the fa- 

ſhionable Diſcourſe and Scepticiſm of the 
Times. The Emperors Hadrian, and See- 
rus. Alexander were of the Number of theſe 
Semi- Cbriſtians, whereof the former intended 


once to have erected Temples to the Memory 5 


of our bleſſed Saviour, but thought fit to drop 
the Deſign, leſt it ſhould prove the Downfal 
of the eſtabliſhed. Religion; however, be did 
make ſeveral without 3 „ he latter 
uſed this Sentence for his Motto, What thou 


likefl not to be done to thyſelf, do not to ano. 


tber; an Apophthegm which he had learned 
from the Chriſtians, of whom he entertained 
many 55 his Court, as likewiſe did his Mother 
Julia Mammæa. This Emperor had the 
lame Delign with Hadrian, of building: a puhr 5 


15. 80 Pliny the Younger, riding 10 the Emperor Des, 


5 9 * Propafi: us eſt libellus fine auctore, multorum nomina cont. 
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Manners after his A 


Mind hack 
babituated to *Vittue, "hat" it was no mall 
difficulty to ſhake it off.” For. tho? ie * 
one of the bittereſt a and moſt powerful Ene 
mies Chriſtianity. ever had, yet was ; he 2 great 
Admiter of the Purit 
_ Hoſpi itality, the” Ab 


Boos Prieſts the” 
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"x is 05 deer he kept both his and Are. 
uam Image amonf | the Lares of his p 


| rivate 
Oratory®.”” Tt could not fail,” but "theſe great 
Perſonages muſt haye Deen Mück ih roved in 
their N Orals by the Converſation _- of PIT : 
"Chriſtians they fc | highly” eſteemed; and if 
e Emperor Fulian o penal a Strietnels of 


The Effect of his Kormer Lite whereby his 


en ſo ſettled in Goodneſs an 


fc of its Morals, of the 
inence and Regylarit I 
of. fee Pe ofeffors. This Was not to he be l. 
8 "hilt he Was daily | ehdeavouring 
mo E his Genriliſm After 7035 0 
Hriſtianty, and recommend, ded to h 
mitation of the 
: In which, 1 
to. our holy, Religion, . than all his 
ttempts to ſuppreſs it could ever do i It ih 


_ Private Perſons, Who lived more in the 
midſt of it, and thereby had more Frequent 
and better Oppo ſerv 
If, and tema 
luable to its Influence. I owards the nds 
i ion of the Firſt Century, « or, at furtheſt, the 


it.cloſe- 


King 1 Its Beèadties, were till more 
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| Commencement of the 1 the Chridtans : 


were become.. exceeding numerous in 5 


Town and Country *, by Which means — 
| Examples ſpread far. and wide, and the bes 


witching Charms of a tneck, a charitable, ”. 
| merciful Deportment catched many, ſtealing = 


upon them unawares, whilſt in their outward 
5 Profeſſions they continued meer Panims; par- 
ticularly when the Chriſtians were brought 
before the Tribunals, and their Enemies had 
nothing to alledge againſt them but theie 
Name. When och innocent Men and Wo- 
men, 1 fax, were adjudged. to Death or to 
the Queſtion, their pious Reſignation, tho 
Serenity of their Brows, the Fervour of their 
Deen, and the Firmneſs . Dane 


meet Death i in his 3 frightful. e 3 cheſe 
all together made ſuch a Blaze in the World. as 
both enlightened and * the Hearts of 
the admiring Spectators. Wherefore Tertuls 
lian writes to the 1 Bag « But do you¹᷑jĩ. 
_ © worſt, . and rack your Inventions for Tor- 
« tures for Chriſtians; tis all to no Pur poſe: 

„Tou do but attract the World, and make 
it fall the more in love with ou” Religion. 
The more you mow us down, the thicker 
« we riſe; | The Chriſtian Blood. you. ſpill 


« is like. the Seed you ſow; it ſprings from 


9 che Earth cin, and fructifies the wes 
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* Many of your Philoſophers have ſet thern- 
«© ſelves to write the World into Patience and 
c 4 Contempt of Death, as Cicer o in his Tuſ- 
\ © culan Queſtions, © Senken in his, Remedies 
e aggainſt Accidents, Diogenes, * Pyrrbo, and 
« Callinicus; but their po 
„ Words hath not made the Tythe of Di 
% ciples that our Lives have done. That 


* 


pous Glitter of 


& which you reproach in us as Stubornneſs, 


ett hath been the moſt inſtructing Miſtreſs in 


* proſelyting the World; for who hath not 


« been ſtruck at the Sight of that you call 


-* 


* Stubbornneſs, and from thence puſhed on 
« to look into the Reaſon and Reality of it *?” 


Twas thus the Blood of the Martyrs became 


the Seed of the Church; and: that, together. 
with the Miracles Which the primitive 
Chriſtians were enabled to work in Confir- 
mation of the Faith, and the engaging Ex- 


amples they daily ſet before the Eyes of the 


World, would have won the Hearts of Un- 
believers much more, had they not been 


greatly obſtructed in their Influence by ſome 
early Heretics, whoſe Lives were as wicked 


and ſcandalous, as their Opinions were im- 


pious and deteſtable; for, as theſe Here- 


| fiarchs'and their Adherents ned themſelves 
. Chriſtians, as well as the moſt exemplary, 
the unwary might not cafily diſtinguiſh the 


one from the other, any more Gas at firſt 
they dd the wine, * the; 2 5 


ax 4 * Apajpgrt nb. oO a. 
| V1 . | * | 5 enk 
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Hence ned of thoſe ſtrange, incred _ 


ble, and otherwiſe unaccountable „ 


wherewith the Pagans would ſometimes load - 


the n as en. nen not n 
ſcurely intimates. . 
But perhaps it may * 8 That the 
Jews in general, — ſome time before the 
PDeſtruction of their City, were remarkably 
wicked, even beyond the Example of all for- 
mer Ages. This, IJ believe, was but too true 
of the Inhabiteies: of  Feruſalem, though not 
of - others «diſperſed. in the Provinces. But, 
Why was that? but becauſe. the Goſpel; 
whereof - they were not worthy, had been 
| withdrawn and carried to the Gentiles: * 
terefore the Candleſtick being once removed, 
they were out of the reach of its; Beams, they 
were abandoned, and the M eaſure of their 
Iniquity being full, were actually given up to 
a4 reprobate Mind. How. ——— they bear 
without a Preacher? Wbhereupon it may be 
proper to obſerve, That, as the Goſpel could 
not poſſibly operate where it was not known, 
ſo where it was moſt purely profeſſed, it 
ſtruck People moſt; its Influence was al- 
ways in proportion to its Purity: And this 


judge may be the Reaſon, why many of 
the firſt Converts among the Franks in Gaul, 
and the Saxons in Britain, were ſo little bet- 
ter than Heathens; for the Chriſtian Reli- 


| gion, 4 as l $epgored to o chem, Was en 2 


n having in es meaſure 16a | 
166 Energy as a practical Religion; inſtead 
of which it — an outward Pro- 
feſlion of the Name of Chrz#, in receiving the Sa- 
. . Craments in a lifeleſs manner, and a few other 
Ceremonies, fuch as, a Particular Form of 
Tonſure, the proper Time of keeping 
*  #Edfer; and Subjectibn to the see of Rome; 
which unhappily were reputed the moſt ef- 
ſential Parts thereof. But when, more an- 
tiently, the Word was ſincerely handled; 
ly: taught, and as truly practiſed, as we R 
ſuppoſe it was in — Infancy, the Faithful 
were Men of another Character, were all Pie- 
ty and Virtue and 3 againſt whom 
| of dmmorality:to objec; no! Vioes to 
Its Charms were equally co 
Kcrxtenſive; it was adorned by 
and by that means was very prin 
commended to the —— to to the re 
| your and mo e aki Orb onents. 
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1 But it is Time now to confider whie-Ad 
4 vhatage: ſuch Moderns as affect to deſpiſe che 
Revelation of the Gf |, have derived and 

| 05 derive from it. The Deiſts, whom we 

7 in eg of. Religion- 2g but | 

; guilty, of A do 11 
1 and over- Gs Reaſon, Gow er in 
555 | e aſſigning 


" -_ rye and imperfect State, ſhe was never 


Counterpoize of Appetite and Paſſion; 
they 
Standard of a fe elevated Genius's, and; laſt- 


tentioh, 1 hall 


| very wide of the Mark, whe 
n_ aſtneſs of thew! Semtiments, 'Or” the Clear- 


Wan eee which) in her pre- 


aMigning her 


, and indeed is entirely unqualified 
They eſtimate her Abilities unduly; 
en in ſome of their Poſitions they ſup poſe 


her to be at this Day as free and perfect 0 "he 
was in the Paradifiacal State, before the Fall; 


when they make no allowances for the firong 
"when 
meaſure her mean Proportion by the 


vhen they are fo diſingenuous or thought- 


leid to overlook the ſeafonable Aid ſhe ati 


deen furnished with by Revelation, her falth- 


ful and powerful Ally. This laſt Article 


falling within the Compaſs of the preſent In- 
ay cue 8 tes it in the 
Þ nel of this Difco eb 

It muſt de allowed, that foins of the Mo- 
ral Philoſophers, as they are pleaſed to ſtyle 


themſelves, wül, upon &ceaffön, diſcourſe Ve- 


ry accurately and fully on the great Princi- 
ples" of the Religion of Nature, and poflibly 
lead their Lives, in INS at leaſt, very 
conformably t eto. But, alas! they als 
vhen they attribute 


of their natural Parts; N bi their Ma- 
er's Cris: For Why? Have they” not been 


NW: ured in a Chriſtian a,” inured to 
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* the UG of the Seri urge th tw * 
there laid down? Have they not been train- 
ed in the Diſcourſes of our excellent Divines 
which are all founded upon een 
And theſe, as well as the Scriptures them 
ſelves, are they not {till continually obliged, in 
the courſe of their Diſputes with us, to have 
recourſe. to and revolve. They do not ſuffi- 
ciently conſider theſe Things, nor hom much 
the Caſt of a Man's Mind 5 the Tyra: LY 


Gons.; 0) agr * g | $. l * 
mental 9 of the-Goſp! vel. 


they ſhould, — and do all they 
can to diveſt themſelves of them: Tis dif- 
ficult for Men to ſay in ſuch Cale. what is 
properly their own a5 the, ſole Tae 
their Keaſonings and eductio 

is aſſumed 3 ſo intimately, will: —— No- 
tions intermix with the Train of their o.] 
Thoughts; ſo continually will they be ob- 
truding upon them, even in ſpite \Q hem 
bende Tis no uncommon thing for People 
to give a very tolerable Account of an Hiſto- 
rical Fact, or any other Affair, which theß 
have formerly read in ſome Author, 7. 
have forgot where; ſometimes have forgot. 
that they ever ſaw it in any Book at all; but 
believing they had the Subject Matter fron. 
ſome living Relater, eſteem; the fon. 
with the manner of the Repreſentation to be 
* r own. But a th _ 1 theſe 


. 
3 
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Co 
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| by ſuppoſing a Perſon altogether converſant 


with one certain Author for a good Part of 


his Life, as with Cicero, for Inſtance, whom 


ſome, Enthuſiaſts in their Way, have been 


ſo doatingly fond of, as never to think it ne- 
ceſſary to turn into any other; ſuch an one, 


ſhould he afterwards find occafion to exerciſe 
his Pen in the Latin Tongue, and endeavour 


to form a Style of his own, would find it an 
| hard Taſk to throw off the Diction and Turn 
of his old Friend; the Colour and Com- 
plexion of his performance would be ſo much 
Ciceronian as to betray itſelf to every compe- 
tent Judge. This ſeems very much to be the 


Caſe; and Reaſon, which the Enemies to Re- 


velation would fondly- put in Competition | 
with it, is a Thing by no means pure and 
ſimple, but a Mixture, tho perhaps involuntary, 


of the great Truths of Revelation and their 
Faye Conceptions. Here then lies the Falla- 
: They judge of Reaſon and its Powers 


N by: Ih they find it in themſelves at preſent; 


by what is not ſtrictiy Reaſon, but a Com- 
pound, whereof” the predominant Part is 
_  Sckipture, or the Sentiments of others de- 
9 duced therefrom or grounded thereupon. For 
it is not to be denied, but all the great Arti- 
cles of Natural Religion have been handled 


in a moſt maſterly Mitinet, previous to/any . - 
Writings or Productions of theirs; by Chri-. 
W of great Note, both *in and 


N Divines, 
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E nt it © 3 
I» | Divines,. 1 whom hey 5 
1 _ themſelves. reat Admiters of, 2s As, they 
Juſtice,.. conſidering, A 0 ey 
have crobied: by their Labours. 
Would we then truly eſtimate, 1 how "far the 
meer Faculty of Reaſon can really go in reli- 
ous Affairs, we mult. firſt ſtrip her of her 
= Feathers. ; This. may be done by 
trying what ſhe effects at this time, unaſſiſted 
= Revelation, in the Ea and Weſt. Indies, 
or what ſhe did antiently amongſt the Greeks 
and Romans, before the Impartment of the 
Soſpel; and there is no other Method of do- 
ing it, or of bringing her to a fair Trial, but 
by this Alternative. Now what ſhe. does at 
this Day in the very beſt informed Parts of 
Alia, Africa, . and America, is too well 
known to be long inſiſted on: Idolatry and 
1 Superſtition, Sorcery and. Divination, . the ab. 
| - fardeſt Doctrines, the moſt cruel and immo - 
| ral Practices, all prevail in one Part or other, 
and in moſt Places, many of them at once. 
' And. as for the Antients, whoever will can- 
didly and impartially examine the State of 
Religion amongſt them, even... amongſt their 
great Doctors, the Philoſophers, Which is 
more than needs be allowed in the Cauſe, 
will ſoon find reaſon to give them up, as poor 
blind Guides in Ai „ =p Very ig⸗ 
= norant were they in ſome. Matters, in others 
very immoral. There is no e in their 
F:: and uniform 
|  Aﬀent; 
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| Aſſent; no Agreement amongſt them, 


any adequate Authority, to eſtabliſh a "Trot 5 ; 


vhen found out; but what was advanced by 


one Author was immediately diſputed, and 
perhaps refuted, by another. I ſpeak not of 
trivial Matters, where there might be no 
great Inconvenience i in Altercation, or even in 
Error; but of Points of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence. to the Being and Well-being of Man, 
and that both here and hereafter. It may 
poſſibly, be here objected, that this Method 


of trying the Force of Reaſon excludes. all 


royement from farther Diſcoveries and 
maturer Deliberation. I anſwer; All ſubſes 
quent Reſearches would be liable to the 
ſame Defects, Uncertainty, and Want of Au- 
thority. There were no leſs than 3 50 Years - 
from Socrates, who firſt began to moralize to 


any Purpoſe, and the Age of Cicero; and yet 


the Antients, at the end of this Term, after f 


Philoſophizing all the while in the beſt man- 


ner they were able, were every whit as un- 
certain and ſceptical as ever, if not more ſo, 
Thus again, though ſo many Centuries have 
inter ven d from that time to this, the Afri- 
cans, Afatics, and Americans, ſo far as we - 
can judge, have not advanced one Step either 


in Learning or Morals, neither have they any 


Proſpect of ever reſcuing themſelves from ſuch 
palpable Darkneſs, unleſs it ſhould pleaſe 


God, in his on appointed Time, to ſuffer the 


manner 5 


2 Day bring fromo on 23 to . them, in like 
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26 y 
manner as it a J 8 illuminated N '0- 
bet Parts of the Gentile World. Tis a 
| Queſtion: with me, whether, had our Mo- 
ss ee n left to themſelves abc the Guidance 
of their own bufy, ea capricious Imaginations, 
their” Eſſays would not have been as looſe and 
ical, as thick ſown with Doubts, Per- 
 plexities: and Errors, as the Corpoſitions' of 
the Antients. The Inference i is obvious, That 
_ the Delineations '© Religion, ſo clearly and 
ethodically drawn out by the Pens of our 
h the Productions 
of Nature; as: of Art; are not fo much the 
Efforts of human, 1 the infallirle Dickates 
f divine Wiſdom. 2 
As for the other Furticu at hich: 1 Sen- 
- Goned, the Moral Character of theſe Moderns, 
for which ſome of them Ia a ſpecious Claim 
to our Commendation : This, which is as 
nearly related to the Subject of this Diſcourſe 
as their Writings, and therefore will demand 
ſome Notice, ought perhaps rather to be im- 
ted to the regular Government they live 
Ander the wholeſome Laws, and the Force 
of Shame and Reproach in a civilized, or, to 
peak more properly, in a Chriſtianized 
Osduntry, than the Tenor of their own In- 
clinations, regulated and ſubdued by the Con- 
Vvictions of rectified Reafon, © The Influence 
of Order and good Government is very great 
and extenſive, reftraining many warm Heads 


en goa — from « out into Vio- 
25 | | lence. 


# 


T 1 Mag b ing THE Mall- * 


en 


tudes in SubjeRtion,. who would otherwiſe run = 


Riot; whilſt the Examples of the ſober! and 
ſedate, whom they cannot but admire and 
approve, conſpire to accompliſh their Refor- 
mation: Not but that Juſtice, Temperance, 
Chaſtity and Peaceableneſs do many times 
find Admirers for their own Sakes; but then 


we have ſmall Cauſe to believe, that theſe 2— FS 


lone, without any other Bridle, wou | 
ſtrain Men in all Caſes, when Want 7 * 
Luft burns, Revenge boils, or the Impotenẽ 
of any other boiſtrons Paſſion domineers: The 
Rein is then moſt e * Reaſon i is _ 


Palle of doing leaſt. 


Again, Whatever the Hase of this 1065 5 


dels may be, and as much as Virtue is now”. 
out of Countenance, yet they are obliged to 
keep up a Face of Decency, or they would 
make? no Way.” But this is not all; though _ 
pretend to d elicye the Goſpel, yet they 
are —— — to its Contents; 
they know too well what it requires and what © 
it threatens]; this being in a great meaſure te 
very Thing that ſets them againſt it. This 


now will effectually keep their Fears awake 


and put them every now and then upon their 
Guard. They have reaſon to dread every 
preſent Infliction, ſeeing they are more deſti- 
tute of Hope and Comfort, e leſs able to. | 
undergo it than others. I ©. 
alſo a Miniſter of the Goſpel: :- But ſhould 
ein . " 


— 


thi ey light and' 1 ba theſs: "the! 


© notrifling with che juſt judgment of God 


_ the laſt Day. Company, Amuſement, Health 
and Vigour of Body, Pride and Gaiety of 
Heart, may for a Time, and at imes, ſtiffle 
their Apprehenfions of a final Doom, but they 
will ever and anon be recurring with additio- 
nal Force. Lives there a Wretch ſo hardened 
as not to be ſtartled, eng, ere this im- 
portant Thought? 
Without theſe ane cuter ſuch Reibe it 

| woits be difficult to account for the Phæno- 
menon of a modern Infidel's being in reality a 
better Liver, I ſpeak of the Generality of 
them, than the ancient Heathen; for when 
one feſſects on the Tenets of. ſome. of their 
leading Men, That private Vices are public 
Benefits; That Suicide is allowable and Praiſe. 

_ worthy; That a fatal Neceſſity over-rules-all 
"human Actions; That the Soul of Man is 
material and mortal, and the like brutal Opi- 
nions, it is highly reaſonable to conclude, 

- were it ſafe to act at Pleaſure, they would 
ſoon throw off the Maſque, and bring us all 
into Confuſion, by burying the Peace of Man- 
kind in Outrage and —— or, if they 
Were now living amongſt the Hottentots and 
<Cafres, inſtead of a Chriſtian Country, that 
they would quickly grow as diſſolute and li- 
cCentious, as treacherous and murderous, as an 
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wdhe leaſt enlightned Savage of them all. Can 
uch Deiſm bel any thing We a Cloak for 
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5 * Meſhave the Hard 1e en and 
propagate ſuch peſtilent N Notions as the above- 
mentioned, and in deſpite, as it were, of the 
common Senſe and Judgment of all thoſe ther 
live peaceably and quietly amongſt, they muſt 
rs e enſlaved by them; and it can 
be Government c only; ſupported by Religion, 
I together wich the u rved Influence of that 
Inſtitution, in whoſe Boſc m they are tolerated, 
that confines them within any reaſonable 
Bounds, and affords them both Reaſon and 
Opportunity, if haply they do to petceive 
their Errors and 5 ange their Minds. day's: 1 
muſt think, if any of the better Sort amongſt 
them — their Breaſts a Ray of that 
ich they will fome- 
more a Leſſon 
kame * ti — of Chriſtian Di- 
vines on the great Goſpel Duty of Univerſal . 
Charity, or from the hofigy Effects: of it in fo 
— bining- Examples all round them, 
than the Reſult of their natural Temper; im- 
Proued by meer rational Speculations: We 5 
have certainly no Cauſe to aſeribe either this, 
or the Glimmerings of any other Evangelical 
Grace ſhining in them, and unknown to the 
Antients, to any r elſe a . Pee © and 
Efficacy of the Goſpel, b ing ee 
Leun 4% its Fruits. ao cola dd 15 
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ne in Darkneſs.” 4 5 
at leaſt the ſound Part of it, to whom are now 
committed the Oracles of God, is at this Time 
| eee "alk: to the modiſhi Anti- 
ſcriptoriſts, the deluded Mabometans, and the 
poor benighted Indians, which formerly both 
5 it and che Moſaic Occonomy did to the uncon- 


ing this from St. Peters) who applies that 


ie whlichibetore.avas.ſpoken-by:God:of 
|. the: Children of 1#ael, to the whole Body of 


us Chriſtians: But ye ares choſen Generation, ; 
ſays he, '@ royal Prieftbood, an holy Nation, a2 
peruliur People, that ye ſhould ſhew — bi, 
Prazfes e bim who hath called 8 wok — 
Dartneſi into bis marvellous. Ligbt b. 
eſign do all thoſe: other: Patlages 


of the:Barth, the Light of the World; ca -Giy = 
pPluced upon's Hill, and the like: And from 
hence ariſes that ſtrict and high Obligation 
which lies upon the Chriſtian to behave him- 
ſelf in the moſt exemplary Manner, for the 
Edification of the Brethren, the Converſion 


= of Unbelievers, and the Benefit of. hisg-own 
Soul ; for they that be wiſe ſball ſbine as te 
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ever and ever: We are a; peculiar” Pe 
in order to be zealous f good Works, for ev 
one tbat nameth the Name / Cbriſt is „ 
to depart from Taiquity, and to live betty 
| cle and godly in tbis preſent World: 
Tis thus that obſtinate Refiſters muſt be the 
better for us; tis thus that in many Senſes. 
they are ſo; and 1 pray God, it may at length 
ſerve them to better Purpoſe than to encreaſe 
their Condemnation. Very thankleſs they 
are, God knows, and inſenſible under the Be- 
nefit, like many other ſtupid and regardleſs 
Mortals, Who enjoy the ordinary Mercies of 


God's Providence, without perceiving or ac- 


knowleging them, ever aſcribing to their own - 
Skill and Dexterity, or to ſome lucky Incident, 
what is 3 


neficen or nevertheleſs one may 


juſtly 


- wu: 41 the Infatuation of — Gain- 


ſayers, who would be thought to be Men 'of - 
ſome Penetration, in not diſcerni 
traordinary Succours eee Revelativn hath 


been continually lend 16 Light of Na- 
ture; the Light ſbinetb in rn and he 
Darkneſs abode it not: Or, if they do, 


either at their Folly, in preferring the dim Ta- | 
per of Reaſon before the meridian Sunſhine of 
the Goſpel, or the Blackneſs of their Ingrati- 

| tude, in making ſuch baſe Returns, by reje&- © 
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